Production of lambda-phi 29 phage chimeras.
Proheads of bacteriophage lambda which carry the connector of phage phi 29 instead of that of lambda have been produced in vitro. These hybrid proheads have a structure similar to that of normal lambda proheads. Furthermore, the chimeric proheads can package both lambda and phi 29 DNA. These data show that the connector domains involved in both head assembly and DNA packaging are functionally similar. The DNA-containing lambda-phi 29 proheads can be complemented in vitro with phi 29 tails to yield infective particles capable of DNA transfer.